
 
 
Mandatory Read 
Out of the Dust  Lexile 1040      by Karen Hesse 
In a series of poems, fourteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in 
Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seriously Shifted (Book 2) Lexile 650     by Tina Connolly 
Cam would rather be non-magical than the wicked witch she is training to be, but when three of her mother's 
wicked witch friends decide to wreak havoc on her high school, Cam has no choice but to stop them. 
 
Unbound (in verse) Lexile 900      by Ann E. Burg 
The day nine-year-old Grace is called to work in the kitchen in the Big House, everyone warns her to keep her 
head down and her thoughts to herself, but the more she sees of the oppressive Master and his hateful wife, the 
more she questions things until one day her thoughts escape--and to avoid being separated she and her family 
flee into the Dismal Swamp, to join the other escaped slaves who live there. 
 
Secrets in the Snow Lexile 650      by Michaela MacColl 
The young Jane Austen is not particularly interested in getting married, although she does find the mysterious 
Mr. Lefroy an intriguing possibility--but first she has to deal with the accusation that her cousin Eliza is a 
French spy, and solve a murder. 
 
Snow White: A Graphic Novel Lexile 220    by Matt Phelan 
In 1928 New York City, a young girl named Samantha White is sent away by her cold stepmother, only to 
return after the stock market has crashed to find her father gone and her ruthless stepmother after her inheritance. 
 
Cloud and Wallfish  Lexile 850     by Anne Nesbet 
When his parents pick him up from school and take him to the airport, Noah is rushed to East Berlin where he 
confronts secrets about his and his family's true identities. 
 
Falling Over Sideways Lexile 860     by Jordan Sonnenblick 
Harassed at her middle school, not taken seriously at home, and with a "perfect" older brother, Matthew, to live 
up to, thirteen-year-old Claire has always felt like her life was cursed--then one morning, when she and her 
beloved father are talking at breakfast, her father suddenly falls over with a stroke, and suddenly everything 
changes. 
 
Poor Unfortunate Soul: A Tale of the Sea Witch Lexile 870  by Serena Valentino 
Presents an adaptation of the classic Little Mermaid fairy tale from the perspective of the sea witch who 
provides Ariel with human legs in exchange for her voice. 
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2017	Summer	Independent	Reading	List:	
Incoming	8th	Grade	

You	must	read	Out	of	the	Dust	by	Karen	Hesse.	In	addition,	you	are	encouraged	to	read	at	least								
1	book	from	this	list	OR	the	“Classics”	list	,	and	1	book	of	your	choice.		This	is	for	a	total	of	3	
books.		Parents	are	encouraged	to	review,	discuss	and	decide	with	their	child	what	titles	would	be	
best.	

	



The Land of Stories: The Wishing Well Book 1 Lexile 720  by Chris Colfer 
"Through the mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave their world behind 
and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come face-to-face with the fairy tale 
characters they grew up reading about"--. (Series) 
 
Red Queen  Lexile 740L      by Victoria Aveyard 
When her latent supernatural powers manifest in front of a noble court, Mare, a thief in a world divided between 
commoners and superhumans, is forced to assume the role of lost princess before risking everything to help a 
growing rebellion.  (Series)  
 
The Beast Within Lexile NA      by Serena Valention 
Presents an adaptation of the classic Beauty and the Beast fairy tale from the perspective of the cursed prince 
who is transformed from a beloved and jovial ruler into a reclusive and bitter monster in search of true love. 
 
Last Man Out   Lexile  840     by Mike Lupica 
Twelve-year-old Tommy Gallagher, the bravest and toughest football player on the field, faces his biggest battle 
ever when his father, a Boston firefighter, is fatally injured while rescuing a child. 
 
Left Out  Lexile 800      by Time Green 
Struggling to overcome his hearing impairment and the way others see him because of it, Landon uses his 
height and strength to prove himself on the football team without initial success before befriending a star player 
who understands how Landon feels about being different. 
 
The Inquisitor’s Tale  Lexile 620     by Adam Gidwitz 
"A peasant girl and her holy greyhound, an oblate on a mission from his monastery, and a young Jewish boy 
travel across medieval France to escape persecution and save holy texts from being burned." 
 
Hidden  Lexile 820      by Miriam Halahmy 
Fourteen-year-old Alix is faced with a huge moral dilemma when she helps pull an illegal Iraqi immigrant from 
the incoming tide on the coastal English island where she lives. 
 
I Am Drums  Lexile 730      by Mike Grosso 
"A single-minded twelve-year-old drummer, challenged by her school's budget cuts and her family's financial 
woes, must find a way to keep her dreams of drumming alive." 
 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child (Screen Play) Lexile 500 by J.K. Rowling 
As an overworked employee of the Ministry of Magic, a husband, and a father, Harry Potter struggles with a 
past that refuses to stay where it belongs while his youngest son, Albus, finds the weight of the family legacy 
difficult to bear. 
 
Beholding Bee   Lexile 790    by Kimberley Newton Fusco 
In 1942, when life turns sour at the carnival that has always been her home, eleven-year-old Bee takes her dog, 
Peabody, and piglet, Cordelia, and sets out to find a real home, aided by two women only Bee and her pets can 
see. 
 
Wolf Hollow   Lexile 800     by Lawren Wolk 
"Twelve-year-old Annabelle must learn to stand up for what's right in the face of a manipulative and violent 
new bully who targets people Annabelle cares about, including a homeless World War I veteran." 
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A Curious Tale of the In-Between Lexile 690    by Lauren DeStefano 
Bright, imaginative, eleven-year-old Pram lives with two aunts who run a retirement home, hiding the fact that 
she can talk with ghosts--but not the spirit of her mother--and after befriending Clarence, who also lost his 
mother, she decides to find her father in hopes he can answer her questions. 
 
Return to the Isle of the Lost(Book 2) Lexile 820   by Melissa De la Cruz  
When they begin receiving threatening messages they believe are from their villainous parents, Mal, Evie, 
Carlos, and Jay know they must return to the Isle of the Lost to find out what is going on before the plot to 
destroy Auradon succeeds. (Series) 
 
The Gallery   Lexile 920     by Laura Marx Fitzgerald 
In 1929 New York City, twelve-year-old housemaid Martha O'Doyle suspects that a wealthy recluse may be 
trying to communicate with the outside world through the paintings on her gallery walls. 
 
When Friendship Followed Me Home Lexile 590   by Paul Griffen 
Seventh-grader Ben, always an outsider, is led into a deep friendship with Halley, who is being treated for 
cancer, by the special dog he and his adoptive mother take in. 
 
The Best Worst Thing  Lexile 820    by Kathleen Lane 
"Maggie sees injustice and danger everywhere, and she does not like it one bit, so she devises intricate ways of 
controlling her own world, and a larger, more dangerous plan for protecting everyone else"--. 
 
Still a Work in Progress   Lexile 660   by Jo Knowles 
Noah is just trying to make it through seventh grade. The girls are confusing, the homework is boring, and even 
his friends are starting to bug him. Not to mention that his older sister, Emma, has been acting pretty strange, 
even though Noah thought she’d been doing better ever since the Thing They Don’t Talk About. The only place 
he really feels at peace is in art class, with a block of clay in his hands. As it becomes clear through Emma’s 
ever-stricter food rules and regulations that she’s not really doing better at all, the normal seventh-grade year 
Noah was hoping for begins to seem pretty unattainable 
 
Ghostly Echoes Lexile 740      by William Ritter 
Jenny Cavanaugh, the ghostlylandlord of 826 Augur Lane, has enlisted the services of her detective-agency 
tenants to solve a decade-old murder--her own. Abigail Rook and her eccentric employer, R. F. Jackaby, dive 
into the cold case, starting with a search for Jenny's fiancé, who went missing the night she died. But when a 
new, gruesome murder closely mirrors the events of ten years prior, Abigail and Jackaby realize that Jenny's 
case isn't so cold after all, and her killer may be far more dangerous than they suspected. 
 
The Lost Girl   Lexile  NA     by R.L. Stine 
Michael and his girlfriend, Pepper, befriend new Shadyside High student Lizzy Palmer, but the closer they get 
the stranger she seems and when Michael's friends start being murdered, Pepper becomes convinced that Lizzy 
is behind it, unaware they are being drawn into a tragedy committed in 1950. 
 
The Novice (Series)  Lexile 890     by Taran Matharu 
When Fletcher, a blacksmith's apprentice, learns he can summon demons, he travels with his demon to an 
academy for adepts where he is to train as a Battlemage in the Empire's war against the orcs, but he discovers 
that all is not as it seems. 
 
The Princess Trap   Lexile 700    by Kirsten Boie 
Palace rules, boarding school, and paparazzi have Jenna, princess of the newly unified kingdom of Scandia, 
longing for her former anonymity, but when she runs away she finds herself in grave danger--and in a position 
to prevent the outbreak of civil war. 
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Scarlett Fever   Lexile 710    by Maureen Johnson 
Fifteen-year-old Scarlett, who is beginning to get over her break-up with Eric, stays busy as assistant to her 
theatrical-agent friend who is not only promoting Scarlett's brother Spencer, but also a new client whose bad-
boy brother has transferred to Scarlett's school. 
 
The Zodiac   Lexile 600     by Stan Lee 
Follows the experiences of a Chinese-American teen who is thrown into the middle of an epic global chase 
involving the release of twelve magical superpowers. (Series) 
 
Lily and Dunkin   Lexile 680    by Donna Gephart 
"Lily Jo McGrother, born Timothy McGrother, is a girl. But being a girl is not so easy when you look like a boy. 
Especially when you're in the eighth-grade. Norbert Dorfman, nicknamed Dunkin Dorfman, is bipolar and has 
just moved from the New Jersey town he's called home for the past thirteen years. This would be hard enough, 
but the fact that he is also hiding from a painful secret makes it even worse. One summer  
 
The Most Important Thing: Stories about Sons, Fathers and Grandfathers Lexile 560 by Avi 
Explores the vital ties between fathers and sons, sharing tales of a boy who seeks to understand the wishes of 
his father's ghost and a boy who makes surprising discoveries while camping with the eccentric  
 
A Dog’s Purpose  Lexile 970     by W. Bruce Cameron 
This is the remarkable story of one endearing dog's search for his purpose over the course of several lives.  
 
Dolphin Dreams  Lexile NA     by Catherine Hapka 
A unique-looking dolphin leads two girls to meet in a secluded cove. As Avery and Maria observe the dolphin 
and become friends, they push each other to overcome their fears. But their opposing backgrounds and 
personalities lead to a disagreement that threatens to tear their friendship apart. When it seems their special 
dolphin is in trouble, can they overcome their differences and help the dolphin -- and each other -- before it's too 
late? 
 
Making Bombs for Hitler Lexile 760     by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch 
When Lida and her sister are caught by the Nazis they are separated. Lida is sent to a slave labor camp and must 
work from dawn to dusk on bread and soup, without shoes and wearing only a thin dress. Even if she survives 
the war, will Lida ever see her sister again? 
 
Pop Girl   Lexile 710     by Tallia Storm 
Aspiring singer Storm Hall is devastated when she has to miss a national competition to go on a family vacation 
in Hawaii, but when she meets a Hawaiian band that needs a singer, she starts to think vacation might not be so 
bad after all. 
 
EXO    Lexile 810     by Fonda Lee 
It's been a century of peace since Earth became a colony of an alien race with far reaches into the galaxy. Some 
die-hard extremists still oppose their rule on Earth, but Donovan Reyes isn't one of them. His dad holds the 
prestigious position of Prime Liaison in the collaborationist government, and Donovan's high social standing 
along with his exocel (a remarkable alien technology fused to his body) guarantee him a bright future in the 
security forces. That is, until a routine patrol goes awry and Donovan's abducted by the human revolutionary 
group Sapience. 
 
A Whole New World: A Twisted Tale  Lexile 760  by Liz Braswell 
In an alternate take on the Disney film, Jafar, not Aladdin finds the lamp and uses it to attain power while a poor 
Aladdin and displaced Jasmine must unite the common people in rebellion against the evil usurper. (Series) 
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Fairest of All: A Tale of the Wicked Queen Lexile  830  by Serena Valentino 
Now, for the first time, we'll examine the life of the Wicked Queen and find out just what it is that makes her so 
nasty. Here's a hint: the creepy-looking man in the magic mirror is not just some random spooky visage-and he 
just might have something to do with the Queen's wicked ways!  
 
Three Dark Crowns  Lexile NA     by Kendare Blake 
In every generation on the island of Fennbirn, a set of triplets is born: three queens, all equal heirs to the crown 
and each possessor of a coveted magic. Mirabella is a fierce elemental, Katharine is a poisoner, and Arsinoe, a 
naturalist.  But becoming the Queen Crowned isn’t solely a matter of royal birth. Each sister has to fight for it. 
And it’s not just a game of win or lose…it’s life or death. The night the sisters turn sixteen, the battle begins. 
 
Secret Keepers  Lexile 820     by Trenton Lee Stewart 
When twelve-year-old Reuben finds a peculiar, magical watch that has the power to turn its wearer invisible, 
he's propelled on the adventure of a lifetime. 
 
Frogkisser  Lexile 840      by Garth Nix 
Princess Anya has a big problem: Duke Rikard, her step-stepfather is an evil wizard who wants to rule the 
kingdom and has a habit of changing people into frogs, and her older sister Morven, the heir, is a wimp--so with 
the help of the librarian Gotfried (who turns into an owl when he is upset), and the Royal Dogs, she must find 
away to defeat Rikard, save her sister, and maybe even turn Prince Denholm back into a human being. 
 
Illuminae  (Series) Lexile 780    by Amie Kaufman & Jay Kristoff 
The year is 2575, and two rival megacorporations are at war over a planet that’s little more than a speck at the 
edge of the universe. Now with enemy fire raining down on them, Kady and Ezra-who are barely even talking 
to each other-are forced to evacuate with a hostile warship in hot pursuit.  Told through a fascinating dossier of 
hacked documents—including emails, maps, files, IMs, medical reports, interviews, and more heroes. (Mature) 
 
Scar Island  Lexile 610      by Dan Gemeinhart 
Twelve-year-old Jonathan Grisby has been sent to the Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled Boys, a 
former lunatic asylum which is currently run by a sadist who enjoys punishing the boys and setting them against 
each other; but when a lightning strike kills all the adults the boys find themselves suddenly free--and trapped 
on Scar Island which seems to be sinking into the ocean. 
 
Crave the Mark Lexile NA      by Veronica Roth 
On a planet where violence and vengeance rule, in a galaxy where some are favored by fate, everyone develops 
a current gift, a unique power meant to shape the future. While most benefit from their current gifts, Akos and 
Cyra do not—their gifts make them vulnerable to others’ control. Can they reclaim their gifts, their fates, and 
their lives, and reset the balance of power in this world? 
 
Scythe   Lexile 830      by Neal Shusterman 
In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be randomly killed ('gleaned') by 
professional reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must compete with each other to become a scythe--a position neither 
of them wants. The one who becomes a scythe must kill the one who doesn't. 
 
An Eagle in the Snow Lexile NA    by Michael Morpurgo 
Could one moment have saved the world from war? 
 
The Someday Birds Lexile NA    by Sally Pla 
Charlie, twelve, who has autism and obsessive compulsive disorder, must endure a cross-country trip with his 
siblings and a strange babysitter to visit their father, who will undergo brain surgery. 
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Short  Lexile 810    by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Very short for her age, Julia grows into her sense of self while playing a munchkin in a summer regional theater 
production of The Wizard of Oz. 
 
The Warden’s Daughter Lexile 550    by Jerry Spinelli 
Living with her warden father in an apartment above a 1950s prison, Cammie O'Reilly struggles to come to 
terms with the loss of her mother, who died saving her from harm when she was a baby, and interacts with some 
of the reformed inmates. 
 
Biggie    Lexile 770       by Derek Sullivan 
Henry "Biggie" Abbott is the son of one of his hometown's most famous athletes. His father was a baseball 
legend and his step-dad is a close second. At an obese 300+ pounds though, Biggie himself prefers classroom 
success to sports. As a perfectionist, he doesn't understand why someone would be happy getting two hits in 
five trips to the plate. "Forty percent, that's an F in any class," he would say. As Biggie's junior year begins, the 
girl of his dreams, Annabelle Rivers, starts to flirt with him. Hundreds of people have told him to follow in his 
dad's footsteps and play ball, but Annabelle might be the one to actually convince him to try. 
 
Mechanica     Lexile  920       by Betsy Cornwell 
A retelling of Cinderella about an indomitable inventor-mechanic who finds her prince but realizes she doesn't 
want a fairy tale happy ending after all.  
 
Cinder     Lexile 790       by Marissa Meyer 
From space, a ruthless Lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. No one knows that Earth's fate hinges 
on one girl. . . . Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a second-class citizen with a mysterious past, 
reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her stepsister's illness.  (Series) 
 
Quarantine: The Loners   Lexile 620     by Lex Thomas 
It was just another ordinary day at McKinley High--until a massive explosion devastated the school. When 
loner David Thorpe tried to help his English teacher to safety, the teacher convulsed and died right in front of 
him. And that was just the beginning.  (Series – Mature) 
 
George     Lexile 790       by Alex Gino 
Knowing herself to be a girl despite her outwardly male appearance, George is denied a female role in the class 
play before teaming up with a friend to reveal her true self. 
 
Rocket Boys   Lexile 900       by Homer Hickam 
In 1957, the Soviet Union launches a satellite called Sputnik into space. Homer and his friends gather outside to 
watch Sputnik pass over Coalwood. As he watches, Homer realizes that his greatest ambition is to build rockets, 
and eventually to build satellites for the government, like his hero, Dr. Wernher von Braun. 
 

Non-Fiction 
 
The Negro Leagues: Celebrating Baseball’s Unsung Heroes  by Matt Doeden 
Explore the riveting history of the Negro leagues, including some of baseball's greatest (and most unheralded) 
players, biggest games, and wildest moments. 
 
Level the Playing Field Lexile 920     by Kristina Rutherford 
The experience of being a professional athlete is very different for men and women. While men’s pro sports 
command throngs of fans, media attention, and money, many of the world’s top professional female athletes 
aren’t valued or recognized equally for their talent—even though female athletes prove time and time again that 
they have all the skill, drama, and rivalries of their male counterparts.  
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Climate Migrants Lexile 1230      by Rebecca E. Hirsch 
Around the world, from US coastal towns to island nations of the Pacific and the deserts of Africa, people are in 
danger of losing their homes. Some have already fled. Others know they are running out of time. By 2050, at 
least 25 million people will be driven from their homes due to the effects of climate change. 
 
How to Build a Museum Lexile 1150     by Tonya Bolden 
The first national museum whose mission is to illuminate for all people, the rich, diverse, complicated, and 
important experiences and contributions of African Americans in America is opening. 
 
Dive!  World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific  Lexile 1090 by Deborah Hopkinson 
Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific tells the incredible story of America's little 
known "war within a war" -- US submarine warfare during World War II. 
 
Gunpowder Girls: The True Stories of Three Civil War Tragedies   Lexile 1050 by Tanya Anderson 
With thousands of men off fighting in the Civil War, the government hired women and girls--some as young as 
ten--to make millions of rounds of ammunition. Poor immigrant girls and widows paid the price for carelessness 
at three major arsenals. Many of these workers were killed, blown up and burned beyond recognition. 
 
Samurai Rising Lexile 950      by Pamel S. Turner 
Minamoto Yoshitsune should not have been a samurai. But his story is legend in this real-life saga. This epic 
warrior tale reads like a novel, but this is the true story of the greatest samurai in Japanese history.  
 
Thing Explainer: Complicated Stuff in Simple Words Lexile NA by Randall Munroe 
Have you ever tried to learn more about some incredible thing, only to be frustrated by incomprehensible 
jargon?  Randall Munroe is here to help.  In Thing Explainer, he uses line drawings and only the thousand (or, 
rather, “ten hundred”) most common words to provide simple explanations for some of the most interesting 
stuff there is, including: food-heating radio boxes (microwaves) and tall roads (bridges) 
 
Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World    Lexile NA  by Rachel Ignotofsky 
Highlights the contributions of fifty notable women to the fields of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) from the ancient to the modern world. 
 
I GOT THIS  Lexile 1020      by Laurie Hernandez 
Gold medal-winning Olympic gymnast and Dancing with the Stars champion Laurie Hernandez shares her story 
in her own words in this debut book for fans of all ages—with never-before-seen photos! 
 
Mission to Pluto Lexile 940      by Mary Kay Carson 
In July of 2015 a robotic spacecraft reached Pluto after a nine-and-half-year journey. New Horizons is the first 
spacecraft mission to Pluto and revealed its five moons as never before seen. Images from the mission show a 
reddish surface covered in ice-water mountains, moving glaciers, and hints of possible ice volcanoes and an 
underground ocean. Pluto is geologically alive and changing!  
 
All Heart Lexile 940       by Carli Lloyd 
In the summer of 2015, the U.S. women’s national soccer team won the World Cup behind an epic performance 
by Carli Lloyd. Carli, a midfielder, scored three goals in the first sixteen minutes—the greatest goal-scoring 
effort in the history of World Cup finals.  But there was a time when Carli almost quit soccer. She struggled 
with doubts and low confidence. In All Heart, adapted from When Nobody Was Watching specifically for 
younger readers, Carli tells the full inspiring story of her journey to the top of the soccer world—an honest, 
action-packed account that takes readers inside the mind of a hardworking athlete. 
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Hidden Figures: Young Readers Edition Lexile 1120   by Margot Lee Shetterly 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female 
mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the 
numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy 
Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African-American women who lived 
through the civil rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose 
work forever changed the face of NASA and the country. 
 
Life in Motion: Young Readers Edition Lexile 890     by Misty Copeland 
As the first African-American principal dancer at the American Ballet Theatre, Misty Copeland has been 
breaking down all kinds of barriers in the world of dance. But when she first started dancing—at the late age of 
thirteen—no one would have guessed the shy, underprivileged girl would one day make history in her field. 
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